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Scene 1: Jennie’s Dad Dies 
[October, 1919 on the farm in Whitehorn, WA 
1.1 River T October, 1919; River SR Hen; Bryce CS Cow; Jack SL 
Rooster; Jack PL Whitehorn, WA.] 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Enter stage right.] Hello, my name is Johnny Voiceover, and I’m the 
narrator of this play. Our story begins in October of 1919. American 
Telephone and Telegraph introduces the first dial telephone, the Royal 
Astronomical Society confirms Einstein’s Theory of General Relativity, and 
the 18th Amendment to the Constitution is passed prohibiting alcohol in the 
United States. In Whitehorn, Washington, Anna Andersen is expecting her 
third child, and her husband, John, is being visited by the doctor at their 
dairy farm. [JOHN and ANNA ANDERSEN and the DOCTOR enter stage 
left as JOHNNY VOICEOVER exits stage right.] 
 

DOCTOR 
[DOCTOR is examining JOHN with his stethoscope.] Well, you seem to 
have a minor milk infection, Mr.Andersen, but you should be alright if you 
get some extra rest. Maybe Mrs.Andersen could make you some chicken 
soup. 
 

JOHN 
Some chicken soup sounds great, but I can’t sleep in, these cows aren’t 
gonna milk themselves! 
 

ANNA 
Well, maybe I can help out with the cows. 
 

JOHN 
That would be too much work in your condition. 
 

DOCTOR 
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I have to agree with your husband. You need to think about your baby, 
Mrs.Andersen. You should probably get some extra rest as well. 
 

JOHN 
Well if Anna and I are going to sleep all day, then you’re going to have to 
prescribe rest for the cows as well! [A loud “MOO” is heard from 
backstage.] Can’t you just give me some medicine. 
 

DOCTOR 
I’d like to, but what you really need is an antibiotic, and those don’t exist 
yet. I’m afraid Alexander Fleming isn’t going to invent penicillin for another 
nine years. 
 

ANNA 
Why do we have to live such a long time ago? [DOCTOR, JOHN, and 
ANNA exit stage left. JOHNNY VOICEOVER enters stage right.] 
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
Sadly, even though John said he was feeling fine, he died suddenly within 
a couple of weeks. About six months later, his last child, Jennie was born. 
[Date is changed to March, 1920 
1.2 River T March, 1920.  
JOHNNY VOICEOVER exits stage right as ANNA, SVERRIE, and 
LUDWIG enter stage left. ANNA is carrying a baby doll.] 
 

ANNA 
[Talking to baby doll.] I’m so sad your Daddy is not here to meet you, 
Jennie, and I wish he was here to help raise you. 
 

SVERRIE 
Ludwig and I will help you take care of little Jennie, Mom! 
 

LUDWIG 
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Yes, Mommy, we’ll help! I’m excited to have a baby sister! [ANNA, 
SVERRIE, and LUDWIG exit stage left as JOHNNY VOICEOVER enters 
stage right.] 
 
Scene 2: The Roaring Twenties 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Date and place are changed to The Roaring Twenties in Yakima, WA 
2.1 River T Roaring Twenties; Jack PL Yakima, WA] Three years later, 
at his family’s farm in Yakima, little Marvin Hoover was born. Marv and 
Jennie would each spend their early childhood in the Roaring Twenties. 
Life was hard on the farm before the families got electricity. [EDWARD, 
VERNON, and MARVIN all enter stage right, and ANNA, SVERRIE, 
LUDWIG, and JENNIE all enter stage left. JOHNNY VOICEOVER exits 
stage left.] 
 

EDWARD 
Marvin, you need to get the lanterns clean and refill them with kerosene 
right now. 
 

MARVIN 
Yes, Dad. [MARVIN exits stage right.] 
 

EDWARD 
Vernon, you go draw a couple buckets of water so that you boys and your 
sisters can get cleaned up before we go to church. 
 

VERNON 
Yes, sir. [VERNON and EDWARD exit stage right.] 
 

ANNA 
Sverrie and Ludwig, you go get those cows milked then get yourselves 
washed up and ready for church. 
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SVERRIE and LUDWIG 
Yes, ma’am. [SVERRIE and LUDWIG exit stage left.] 
 

ANNA 
Jennie, you can help me get breakfast ready, then get yourself ready for 
church. You’re singing with the choir today! 
 

JENNIE 
I know! I can’t wait! It’s my favorite hymn! I’ll go into the kitchen and get the 
eggs and bacon cooking. [ANNA and JENNIE exit stage left.] 
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Scene changes to church in Washington in the Roaring Twenties.  
2.2 Isabella SR Church (book); Zachary CS Church; Ace SL Church 
(window); Daniella PL Washington. JOHNNY VOICEOVER enters from 
stage left. After his line, the Hoover family enters from stage right, led by 
the MINISTER , and theAndersens enter from stage left.]  
STAGE RIGHT LINE STAGE LEFT LINE 
Zachary (stand center stage) Daniella 
Jack Jasper 
Isabella Ace 
Griffin River 
Bryce Grahm (stands with Andersens) 
Both Jennie and Marv attended church every Sunday. Marvin attended the 
Church of the Nazarene, and Jennie was a confirmed Lutheran. They both 
loved singing in church. 
 

ALL SING 
What a Friend We Have In Jesus by Joseph M. Scriven 1855 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
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Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
Oh, what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
 
Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

[Scene changes to Washington, Roaring Twenties, farm and radio. 
2.3 Bryce SR Hen; Griffin CS Radio; Zachary SL Rooster] 
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
As the twenties roared on, electricity came to the Andersen and Hoover 
homes. And with it came the radio! [The families sit in front of the radio 
while MARVIN stands to the stage right side of the radio, and JENNIE 
stands on the stage left side.] 

JENNIE 
Oh boy! I just love country music! Let’s turn that radio on! [She turns it on.] 
 

SVERRIE 
Sit down, Jennie! We can’t see! 
 

JENNIE 
Oh, Sverrie, quitchyerbellyachin’! It’s a radio, not a TV! We won’t have 
television in America until 1947! 
 

MARVIN 
Hey everybody! Let’s listen to Gene Autry! 
 

VIVIENNE WUBBENS 
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But, Hollywood isn’t going to discover Gene Autry until 1940! 
 

VERNON 
Give it a rest, Vivienne! This play has to cover over 90 years! We’re going 
to have to compress some of the events! [Radio panel comes down and 
Gene Autry appears with his guitar. 
2.4 Zachary CS Radio 
Everyone stands and faces the audience to sing “Back in the Saddle 
Again.”] 
 
Back in the Saddle Again by Gene Autry 1939 
I'm back in the saddle again 
Out where a friend is a friend 
Where the longhorn cattle feed 
On the lowly Gypsum Weed 
Back in the saddle again 
 
Ridin' the range once more 
Totin' my old 44 
Where you sleep out every night 
And the only law is right 
Back in the saddle again 
 
Whoopi-ty-aye-oh 
Rockin' to and fro 
Back in the saddle again 
Whoopi-ty-aye-yay 
I go my way 
Back in the saddle again 
 
I'm back in the saddle again 
Out where a friend is a friend 
Where the longhorn cattle feed 
On the lowly Gypsum Weed 
Back in the saddle again 
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Whoopi-ty-aye-oh 
Rockin' to and fro 
Back in the saddle again 
Whoopi-ty-aye-yay 
I go my way 
Back in the saddle again 
 
Scene 3: School Days 
[School scene, Yakima, The Great Depression. Change during voiceover. 
3.1 Jasper T The Great Depression; Bryce SR School (globe); Zachary 
CS Chalkboard; Daniella SL School (flag); River PL Yakima, WA] 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Enter stage right.] Unfortunately, the twenties would stop roaring on Black 
Tuesday, October 29, 1929 when Wall Street crashed throwing the 
economy into a tailspin, and throwing 25% of the country out of work. 
Marvin and Jennie would walk to school each day with their friends. Marv’s 
buddies were Henry Yokam and Neil Highly. Jennie’s best friend was a girl 
named Vivienne. [JOHNNY VOICEOVER exits stage left as MARVIN, 
HENRY, and NEIL enter stage right.] 
 

NEIL 
Hey Marv! You wanna play marbles at recess today? 
 

MARVIN 
Sure thing, Neil! 
 

HENRY 
I want in too, Marv! I’m gonna win that beautiful agate shooter from you if 
it’s the last thing I do! 
 

MARVIN 
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HA! It will be the last thing you do, Henry! Nobody’s ever gonna win that 
agate from me! I love that marble. Something tells me I’ll be going home 
with a lot more marbles in my pocket today! 
 

NEIL 
Ah, Marv! You’re all wet! [MARVIN, HENRY, and NEIL exit stage right. 
JENNIE and VIVIENNE enter stage left. Place changes to Whitehorn, WA. 
3.2 Jack PL Whitehorn, WA] 
 

JENNIE 
Hey, Vivienne, do you want to play dolls after school today? 
 

FRIEND VIVIENNE 
I’d love to! My Mom made a new doll for me out of a dress that was too 
small for me! I can’t wait to show it to you! 
 

JENNIE 
I can’t wait to see it! [Nervously.] Actually, I can’t wait for school to be over. 
I’m scared to meet our new teacher! [BIG JENNY enters stage left.] 
 

BIG JENNY 
Well, good morning ladies! I’m your new teacher. What are your names? 
 

FRIEND VIVIENNE 
My name is Vivienne, and this is my friend, Jennie. [Stage whispering to 
BIG JENNY.] She’s a little bit nervous to meet you. 
 

BIG JENNY 
“Jennie,” huh? Well, how about that! My name’s “Jenny” too! Let’s see, why 
don’t you be “Little Jennie,” and I’ll be “Big Jenny.” How does that sound? 
 

JENNIE 
That’s funny! I like that! [STUDENTS 1, 2, and 3 enter stage left.]  
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BIG JENNY 

Alright everyone, we have kids in this class from Kindergarten all the way 
up to 7th grade, so we will have to help each other out. Now I have one 
rule: If you want to learn, I’ll help you. If you don’t, I won’t. 
 

ALL STUDENTS 
We want to learn! 
 

BIG JENNY 
Well, great! Then I want to teach you! [Everyone exits stage left as 
JOHNNY VOICEOVER enters stage right.] 
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Place changes to Yakima, WA. 
3.3 Zachary PL Yakima WA]  
Little Jennie was lucky to have nice teachers like Big Jenny, and her 
algebra teacher, Mrs. Merrill. Marv wasn’t always so lucky. When he was in 
3rd grade, he had a teacher who didn’t really like the poorer kids. [JOHNNY 
VOICEOVER exits stage left as MARVIN, NEIL, and HENRY enter stage 
right carrying lunch pails and cross to stage left. STUDENTS 1-3 follow and 
find places to sit at stage right.] 
 

NEIL 
Hey Marv, are we going to play that game of marbles after we eat lunch? 
 

MARVIN 
Yeah, it shouldn’t take long for me to finish. I don’t have a whole lot to eat. 
[TEACHER enters carrying a tray of milk bottles.] 
 

TEACHER 
Children! Who brought a penny for a bottle of milk? [STUDENTS 1-3 each 
go and give a penny to the TEACHER and take a bottle of milk. They drink 

10 



some and then put the milk bottles back on the tray while MARVIN, 
HENRY, and NEIL continue to talk.] 
 

MARVIN 
Gosh darnit! I hate being poor! Can’t even afford a penny for milk. Rats! 
 

HENRY 
[Agreeing.] Yeah, being poor is pretty rotten. But hey, at least you’re not 
alone! 
 

NEIL 
Yeah, cheer up! It’s the Great Depression! Lots of us are poor! 
 

TEACHER 
[Sternly.] Lunch time is over now, children. Marvin Hoover, clean out these 
milk bottles. [MARVIN takes the tray of milk bottles while the rest of the 
students exit stage right with their lunch pails. The TEACHER is still 
on-stage but seems to take no notice of MARVIN.]  
 

MARVIN 
[Excited.] Oh, wow! There’s some milk left in this bottle! [MARVIN takes a 
sip.] 
 

TEACHER 
[Gasping in anger.] Why you greedy little thief! How dare you steal milk that 
you didn’t pay for? 
 

MARVIN 
Steal? But it was just going to be dumped out! 
 

TEACHER 
[Taking the tray of milk bottles from MARVIN.] Don’t you dare talk back to 
me, you little juvenile delinquent! You’re going to have to answer to 

11 



Principal Ford! [Calling off-stage.] Principal Ford! Principal Ford, please 
come quickly! 
 

MARVIN 
Oh no! Not Old Lady Ford! What did I do wrong? [OLD LADY FORD enters 
holding a ruler.] 
 

OLD LADY FORD 
What seems to be the problem, here? 
 

TEACHER 
Marvin Hoover drank milk that he did not pay for. 
 

MARVIN 
But it was just going to be dumped out! 
 

OLD LADY FORD 
We will have no excuses for criminal behavior in this school. [She raises 
her ruler and puts out her hand.] Give me your hand. You didn’t pay for the 
milk, but you will pay the consequences! [MARVIN puts out his hand and 
looks scared. As OLD LADY FORD begins to swing, MARVIN pulls back 
his hand and she hits her own palm.] OUCH! Why, you little sneak! [She 
begins whacking him on the head. MARVIN shouts “OUCH” as he’s hit.] 
NO LOUSY THIEVES ALLOWED IN THIS SCHOOL!!! [OLD LADY FORD 
and the TEACHER exit stage left with their noses in the air.]  
 

MARVIN 
I can’t believe they called me a thief! How embarrassing. I’ll never tell 
anyone about this. [MARVIN exits stage right, and JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
enters stage left.]  
 
Scene 4: The Great Depression 
[Farm scene, Yakima, The Great Depression 
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4.1 Isabella SR Hen; Jack CS Cow; River SL Rooster] 
JOHNNY VOICEOVER 

The Great Depression continued. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt told 
the nation that “We have nothing to fear but fear itself.” Unfortunately, the 
Hoover and Andersen families also feared not eating. Marvin got his first 
job when he was just eight years old, working for a French farmer in 
Yakima. [JOHNNY VOICEOVER exits stage left as MARVIN, FRENCH 
FARMER, and WORKERS 1 and 2 enter stage right. WORKERS cross to 
stage left and pay attention to the conversation between MARV and the 
FARMER.] 
 

FRENCH FARMER 
[To MARVIN.] You must train zee hops plants so zat zey climb on zee wire! 
Oui? 
 

MARVIN 
Yes sir. 
 

FRENCH FARMER 
I pay you 10 cents an hour. You work hard, oui? 
 

MARVIN 
Yes sir. 
 

FRENCH FARMER 
At end of zee day, I give you one dollar! 
 

MARVIN 
Thank you, sir. [FRENCH FARMER exits stage right. MARVIN turns to 
WORKERS 1 and 2.] Hi, my name’s Marv. 
 

WORKER 1 
Wow! A whole dollar! What’s a kid like you going to do with all that scratch? 
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WORKER 2 

Probably movies, and toys, and candy! Right? A real holiday! 
 

MARVIN 
Well, actually, my family needs more important stuff than that. 
 

WORKER 1 
[Patting MARVIN on the shoulder.] You got guts kid! 
 

WORKER 2 
Speaking of guts, let’s fill ours. It’s time for lunch! [MARVIN pulls out a can 
of beans while the WORKERS pick up their lunch pails.] 
 

WORKER 1 
What do you got there, kid? 
 

MARVIN 
Can of beans. 
 

WORKER 1 
I figured you were full of beans! 
 

WORKER 2 
Hey, that’d be a good nickname for you! From now on, you’re name is 
Beans! [They all laugh and walk off stage right. JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
enters stage left.] 
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
The depression just got more depressing for the Hoover family. When 
Marvin was nine years old, his parents gave him some terrible news. 
{EDWARD, LILLIAN, MARVIN, and VERNON enter stage right as JOHNNY 
VOICEOVER exits stage left.]  
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LILLIAN 

I’m sorry, boys, but your father and I are getting a divorce. 
 

MARVIN and VERNON 
What!? NO! 
 

EDWARD 
This depression is just tearing everything up. Your Mom and I can’t agree 
on anything and we are tired of fighting in front of you and your four sisters. 
I’m going to head out to Seattle and see if I can get some work. I’ll send 
money when I can. I’m sorry boys. I really, really am. [EDWARD exits stage 
right.] 
 

LILLIAN 
Vernon, I’m afraid you’re going to have to go too. 
 

MARVIN 
NO! Not my only brother! 
 

VERNON 
Why, Mom? 
 

LILLIAN 
Six children is just too many mouths to feed in the middle of this rotten 
depression. I can’t stand to see you go, but I was able to find you work on 
an alfalfa farm. It’s far away, but it’s a good job, and you’ll be well fed. I’m 
sorry boys. [MARVIN and VERNON hug each other, then VERNON exits 
stage right. LILLIAN speaks to MARVIN.] Well, Marvin, you’re the man of 
the family now. You gotta grow up quick! 
 

MARVIN 
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Yes, ma’am. [MARVIN and LILLIAN exit stage right as JOHNNY 
VOICEOVER enters stage left.]  
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Scene changes to the farm in Whitehorn. 
4.2 Jasper PL Whitehorn, WA 
 ANNA and JENNIE enter stage left.] Meanwhile, Jennie and her family 
were able to stay together through the depression. Jennie got a job at a 
burger and ice cream stand in Birch Bay, Washington. Mr. Larsen paid her 
15 cents an hour to sell burgers. But it was theAndersen family dairy farm 
that saved them through those difficult years. [Exit stage right.] 
 

ANNA 
Thank goodness we have this farm, and your sturdy brothers to work it! 
 

JENNIE 
It sure is a blessing! We have all the eggs and milk that we need, and we 
can grow enough food to feed ourselves. 
 

ANNA 
We’re a lot better-off than a lot of people nowadays. And you’re really 
learning to take care of a household. You are going to make a wonderful 
mother and wife for some lucky fella! 
 

JENNIE 
I sure like taking care of the house! 
 

ANNA 
Well, good, because I have something to tell you. You are going to have a 
chance to run this household on your own! 
 

JENNIE 
I am? 
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ANNA 

Yes you are. I am going on a trip. 
 

JENNIE 
Where are you going? 
 

ANNA 
Some of our friends are making a trip back to my native land of Norway. I’m 
afraid it might be my last chance to visit, so I am going with them. 
 

JENNIE 
NORWAY?! How long will you be gone? 
 

ANNA 
About three months. 
 

JENNIE 
That’s too long, Mommy! Take me with you! 
 

ANNA 
Absolutely not! You need to take care of this house for Sverrie and Ludwig 
while they take care of the farm. [MINISTER enters stage left.] Oh, look, the 
Minister is here to say farewell! 
 

MINISTER 
Hello Mrs.Andersen. I just came by to wish you a happy trip to your 
homeland, and to let you know that I am praying for your safe journey and 
happy return. 
 

ANNA 
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Thank you, Minister. Goodbye Jennie! Remember that in life you need to 
be honest, follow the ten commandments, and have some responsibility. 
You can do this, Jennie! [ANNA exits stage left. JENNIE looks sad.] 
 

MINISTER 
[Looking sympathetically at JENNIE.] Poor Jennie. [JENNIE begins to cry, 
MINISTER puts his arm around her shoulders and they exit stage left as 
JOHNNY VOICEOVER enters stage right.]  
 
Scene 5: In the Navy 
[Scene changes to Seattle, October, 1941. 
5.1 Ace T October, 1941; Isabella SR King St. Station; Jack CS Seattle 
Skyline; Daniella SL Public Market, Seattle; Griffin PL Seattle, WA] 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
Jennie does just fine managing the house with her Mom away. The Hoover 
and Andersen families continue to survive the Great Depression. Marv 
loses contact with his father for many years and joins the Civilian 
Conservation Corps to help support his mother and sisters. Jennie 
graduates from Blaine High School, and her mother helps her to attend 
Success Business University. And in October of 1941, Marv makes a big 
decision! [MARVIN and HENRY enter stage right as JOHNNY 
VOICEOVER exits stage left.]  
 

MARVIN 
Well, Henry, I’ve decided to join the Navy. 
 

HENRY 
Really? What made you decide to do that? 
 

MARVIN 
I’m sick of scratching for a living in this rotten old depression! The Navy will 
be steady work, and it’ll be an adventure! 
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HENRY 
Well that’s a big step! What are you going to do to celebrate? 
 

MARVIN 
Let’s see… When my Dad joined the service to fight in the Spanish 
American War he got a tattoo. I think I’m going to do that. I’ll get a 
horseshoe for luck, and I’ll get a ship for the Navy! 
 

HENRY 
Hot dog! A tattoo! That’s a great idea! You’ll never regret getting a tattoo!! 
[SAILORS 1 and 2 march on, stage right, and SAILORS 3 and 4 march on, 
stage left. As they are marching, they are also singing. HENRY and 
MARVIN join in.]  
 
We Saw the Sea (abbreviated) by Irving Berlin 1936 
We joined the Navy to see the world! 
What did we see? We saw the sea! 
We joined the Navy to see the girls! 
What did we see? We saw the sea! 
We saw the Atlantic and the Pacific, 
But the Pacific isn’t terrific,  
And the Atlantic isn’t what it’s cracked up to be! 
 
[SAILORS march off the way they came in.]  
 

HENRY 
Hmm. That sounds like an awful lot of seeing the sea. 
 

MARVIN 
[A little apprehensively.] Yeah, I guess it does. [Getting an idea.] Hey! Just 
to mix things up, I’m going to be a Navy pilot! 
 

HENRY 

19 



Say! The sea and the sky! What could possibly go wrong? 
 
Scene 6: Marv the Dancing Pest 
[Scene changes to February, 1942 at the Crescent Ballroom. 
6.1 Jasper T February, 1942; Zachary SR Treble Clef; Ace CS Swing 
Band; Daniella SL Musical Notes; River PL Crescent Ballroom] 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Enter stage right.] After joining the Navy, Marvin reconnected with his 
father, and they were really happy to see each other again. Less than two 
months after Marv joined up, the U.S. was plunged into war when the 
Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. Marv’s sister, 
Vivienne, became a Yeoman in the Navy WAVES and was the secretary 
for a Naval Chaplain. Marv’s brother, Vernon became an Army Medic in the 
European Theater of the war. Marv learned to fly in a Piper Cub and got his 
pilot’s license. One day, right around Valentines Day, 1942, while on a 
weekend pass, Marvin got together with his old pal, Henry Yokam, to 
celebrate. [JOHNNY VOICEOVER exits stage left as MARVIN and HENRY 
enter stage right. MARVIN is wearing a sailor’s uniform.] 
 

HENRY 
Say, Marv, it’s pretty swell you got your pilot’s license! You’re the big 
cheese now! All the dames are gonna want to dance with you! 
 

MARVIN 
Well, this is a pretty swanky joint. We should have a lot of fun tonight! 
[MARVIN and HENRY walk to stage right as DANCERS 1-4 enter. JENNIE 
and LUCILLE enter stage left. JENNIE is wearing a red dress.] 
 

LUCILLE 
See Jennie? I told you the Crescent Ballroom was the cat’s meow! 
 

JENNIE 
[MARVIN notices JENNIE.] You said it! I just want to dance all night!  
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MARVIN 

Excuse me, Henry! I’ll see you later! [MARVIN walks over to JENNIE 
leaving HENRY confused.] 
 

HENRY 
Huh? Where you goin’? 
 

MARVIN 
Hi there, Miss! My name’s Marv. What’s yours? [DANCER 1 silently walks 
up to LUCILLE and invites her to dance. HENRY silently asks DANCER 2 
to dance. DANCERS 3 and 4 will dance on their own.] 
 

JENNIE 
Oh, hello. My name’s Jennie, it’s nice to meet you, Marv. Are you serving in 
the military? 
 

MARVIN 
I sure am! I just got my pilot’s license. I’m a Navy flyer! 
 

JENNIE 
Well, thank you for doing your part! I sure hope you men win this war 
quickly and come home safe and sound! 
 

MARVIN 
That’d be okay with me! How about a dance? 
 

JENNIE 
I’d love to! [All of the couples start dancing to “String of Pearls” or some 
such song. Song ends. HENRY exits stage right and immediately re-enters 
with two cups of punch.] Well, that was great! Thank you for the dance. I’m 
going to find out where my friend, Lucille is. Have a lovely evening. 
 

21 



MARVIN 
Oh, um. Yeah. Thanks for the dance! [JENNIE walks to LUCILLE at stage 
left, and MARVIN walks to HENRY at stage right.] 
 

HENRY 
Hey Marv! How was that dance? 
 

MARVIN 
She’s a ducky shin-cracker, but she couldn’t get away from me fast 
enough. And now there’s another moron asking her to dance! I wanna be 
the moron dancing with her! 
 

HENRY 
That’s too bad, pal. Hey, I got a couple glasses of punch! 
 

MARVIN 
Hank, you’re a genius! [MARVIN takes the glasses of punch and heads 
over to JENNIE and DANCER 3.] 
 

HENRY 
Hey, what’s the big idea? One of those was for me! Aww! 
 

MARVIN 
[MARVIN steps between JENNIE and DANCER 3, ignoring the guy.] Hey, 
Jennie, I got us some punch! 
 

JENNIE 
[DANCER 3 walks away.] Well, thank you, but I was talking to this nice 
gentleman… [MARVIN interrupts.] 
 

MARVIN 
So tell me about yourself! What do you like to do? 
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JENNIE 
Well, I graduated from Success Business University last year. 
 

MARVIN 
Wow! That’s pretty swell! Do you like this music? 
 

JENNIE 
Sure. But I like country music more. I grew up on a farm.  
 

MARVIN 
[JENNIE finishes her punch.] No kidding! So did I. I love Gene Autry. 
 

JENNIE 
How interesting. Well, thank you for the punch. Can I give this to you? 
[JENNIE hands her glass to MARVIN and walks over to LUCILLE. MARVIN 
walks to HENRY.] 
 

LUCILLE 
It looks like you’ve taken a shine to that fella, Jennie! 
 

JENNIE 
I danced with him one time, and now he won’t leave me alone!  
 

HENRY 
Well, did you and your companion enjoy my punch? [DANCER 4 walks up 
to JENNIE.] 
 

MARVIN 
She keeps giving me the slip. Now some other fella’s making eyes at her! 
Here! [Hands empty glasses to HENRY and heads over to JENNIE.] 
 

HENRY 
What am I? The waiter? 
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MARVIN 

[MARVIN taps DANCER 4 on the shoulder then steps between JENNIE 
and DANCER 4.] Say, Jennie, I meant to ask you, what kind of farm did 
you grow up on? 
 

JENNIE 
Are you going to keep pestering me all night? 
 

MARVIN 
Well, yeah, that’s the plan anyhow. I think you’re the bee’s knees! 
 

JENNIE 
How can I get you out of my hair? 
 

MARVIN 
You could give me your number! 
 

JENNIE 
Fine! It’s 555-8306. 
 

MARVIN 
Hold on! 555 numbers are fake! 
 

JENNIE 
But this is a play! All the numbers start with 555! 
 

MARVIN 
Nothin’ doin’! You give me a real phone number, or I’m going to pester you 
till doomsday! 
 

JENNIE 
Fine! It’s 867-5309. 
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MARVIN 

Hot dog! [MARVIN runs over to HENRY, excited.] Alright, we can go now, 
Hank! I got what I came for! [MARVIN exits stage right, while JENNIE, 
LUCILLE, and DANCERS 1-4 exit stage left.] 
 

HENRY 
[To the audience.] What about what I came for? [Exits stage right.]  
 
Scene 7: Turret Gunner on the Sweet 16 
[Scene changes to WWII, Guadalcanal Air Base. 
7.1 Jack T WWII; Zachary SR Air Traffic Control Tower; Griffin CS Air 
Base; Isabella SL Tokyo Sign; River PL Guadalcanal Air Base] 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Enter stage left.] Marv called Jennie every chance he got, and took her out 
whenever he got a weekend pass. Unfortunately, Marv would have to 
continue to court Jennie by mail, because there was a war on. Marv 
island-hopped through the South Pacific, as a turret-gunner in a Grumman 
TBF Avenger, chasing the Japanese north and bombing their air fields. So 
far he and his crew had been pretty lucky. [JOHNNY VOICEOVER exits 
stage left as MARVIN and BILL REED enter stage right.] 
 

BILL REED 
Hey, Moose, did you see the Sky Dodger come in for a landing yesterday? 
That plane was so full of holes it looked like it was made out of Swiss 
cheese! 
 

MARVIN 
Yeah, I don’t think they dodged a whole lot yesterday. They looked like they 
got hit by every bullet twice. I can’t believe they were able to land that thing! 
 

BILL REED 
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It’s hard to believe we’ve been through 16 missions, and we haven’t been 
shot once! 
 

MARVIN 
We ought to name our plane “Sweet 16, Never Been Kissed!” 
 

BILL REED 
Hey! I like that! That’s a lucky name! Have the guys paint that on the nose 
before we go back out. And make sure you have that turret gun loaded and 
ready to keep those Zeroes off our 6. 
 

MARVIN 
You got it, Mr. Bill! [MARVIN and BILL REED exit stage left as JOHNNY 
VOICEOVER re-enters stage left.] 
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Scene changes to the Skies Over the South Pacific. 
7.2 Jasper SR Zero; Jack CS TBF Avenger Plane; Zachary SL Zero; 
River PL Skies Over the South Pacific] 
The Grumman TBF Avenger was called a Torpedo Plane, but it was able to 
drop a lot more than torpedoes. Marvin and his crew dropped tons of 
bombs on Japanese airfields, and they were a hard target for the Japanese 
fighter planes, which the Allies called “Zeroes” because of the big red 
circles painted on them. Marv was the turret gunner on the crew, and his 
job was to shoot down enemy planes before they could shoot down the 
“Sweet 16.” [JOHNNY VOICEOVER exits stage left as MARVIN and BILL 
REED enter forestage right in “Sweet 16, Never Been Kissed.”] 
 

BILL REED 
How’s it going back there, Moose? 
 

MARVIN 
The zeroes are thick as flies out here! The sky looks polka-dotted! 
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BILL REED 

You just keep ’em off our tail! [Zero enters forestage right.] 
 

MARVIN 
Easy for you to say! Here comes one now! 
 

BILL REED 
Then take care of him! 
 

MARVIN 
[Click, click.] Uh oh! You’re not going to like this, Mr. Bill, but I’m all out of 
ammo! 
 

BILL REED 
WHAT?! What kind of turret gunner runs out of ammo?! 
 

MARVIN 
The kind that’s been shooting at zeroes all afternoon! And now I’m empty! 
 

BILL REED 
What do you want me to do about it, Moose? Shout bad words at him? 
 

MARVIN 
Well, you’re the pilot! Why don’t you do some fancy flying! 
 

BILL REED 
In an Avenger? Fat chance! You know this turkey flies like a truck! About 
the fanciest flying I can do is to gently bank right! 
 

MARVIN 
It looks like our luck’s run out, Mr. Bill! All he has to do is pull the trigger 
and he’ll roast this turkey, with us in it! Better say your prayers, pal! 
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BILL REED 

If all he has to do is pull the trigger, why hasn’t he done it? 
 

MARVIN 
Say, that’s a good question! I wonder if he’s out of bullets too! [Zero turns 
and exits stage right.] Holy mackerel! He’s breaking off! It looks like our 
lucky streak didn’t run out after all! 
 

BILL REED 
Hot dog! Maybe we should rename this plane the “Sweet 17!” 
 

MARVIN 
No chance! We’re never changing the name of this plane! [MARVIN and 
BILL REED exit stage right.] 
 
Scene 8: Occidental Life Insurance & the Death of Vernon Hoover 
[Scene changes to April 4, 1944, Wilmington Harbor. 
8.1 Zachary T April 4, 1944; Zachary SR Vincent Thomas Bridge; Jack 
CS USS Appling; Jasper SL Shipyard; Jasper Wilmington Harbor, CA] 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Enter stage right.] As the war continues, Jennie gets her favorite job ever 
working for Occidental Life Insurance on Terminal Island in Wilmington 
Harbor in southern California. It was her job to catch people who were 
pretending to be injured so they could get out of working, but still get paid. 
She used to love watching the ships of war when they were christened and 
launched in the harbor by famous actresses. [JOHNNY VOICEOVER exits 
stage right as JENNIE and MARIAN enter stage left holding purses.]  
 

JENNIE 
Wow, Marian! I sure am glad we caught that jerk cheating the system! I 
can’t believe these people! 
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MARIAN 
Yeah! Imagine saying that your back is too injured to do a desk job, but 
then going home to play basketball with your friends! These lousy cheats 
really make me mad!  
 

JENNIE 
Especially when I think of all of those years when people couldn’t find a 
decent job! And then I think of all the brave boys off fighting this war!  
 

MARIAN 
[CLAUDETTE COLBERT enters stage right carrying a champagne bottle 
and three REPORTERS enter carrying cameras and notepads and pens.] 
Oh, look! They’re launching another ship! 
 

JENNIE 
Oh my goodness, Marian! That’s Claudette Colbert! 
 

CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
I am honored to christen this Attack Transport ship the USS Appling! I pray 
that it will successfully deliver the troops we need to win this war! [She 
holds up the champagne bottle and waves to the camera men as they take 
pictures. She exits stage right as the REPORTERS call after her “Miss 
Colbert! Miss Colbert!” and exit with her.]  
 

JENNIE 
Oh, Marian! Every time I see them launch one of these ships, I wonder if 
it’s the one that will bring Marvin home. 
 

MARIAN 
Hang in there, Jennie! We’ll win this war soon, and Marv will come home 
safe and sound! [MARIAN exits stage left. JENNIE crosses to stage right 
looking worried. Stage left scenery panel comes down and JOHNNY 
VOICEOVER appears. 
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8.2 Grahm SL EMPTY JOHNNY VOICEOVER delivers line through the 
opening.]  
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
Unfortunately, not all of the men did come home from the war safe and 
sound. The Hoover family would suffer a terrible loss, and Jennie learned 
about it when she got a call from Marvin’s father. [JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
exits by replacing the stage left scenery panel as the stage right scenery 
panel comes down. 
8.3 Bryce T Nov. 3, 1943; Jack SR EMPTY deliver line as EDWARD; 
Grahm SR Shipyard 
EDWARD WUBBENS appears in the opening holding a telephone receiver. 
JENNIE removes a telephone receiver from her purse.] 
 

JENNIE 
Hello? 
 

EDWARD 
[Nervously upset, but calm.] Hello, Jennie? This is Edward. 
 

JENNIE 
[Happily.] Oh, hello Mr. Hoover! How are you? 
 

EDWARD 
Not good, Jennie. I just received a telegram that Marvin’s brother, Vernon, 
was killed in Italy. I don’t know the details yet. 
 

JENNIE 
Oh, Mr. Hoover, that’s terrible! Is there anything I can do? 
 

EDWARD 
No. I just wanted you to know in case you talk to Marvin before I do. 
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JENNIE 
I’m so sorry, Mr. Hoover. 
 

EDWARD 
Thank you, Jennie. Goodbye. [EDWARD exits by replacing the scenery 
panel. 
8.4 Jack SR Vincent Thomas Bridge 
JENNIE puts the telephone receiver back in her purse.]  
 

JENNIE 
Poor Marvin. He loves his brother so much. I’d better write him a letter right 
now. [Exits stage left. Scene changes to Guadalcanal Airbase, Nov. 3, 
1943, WWII.  
8.5 Jack SR Air Traffic Control Tower; Griffin CS Air Base; Grahm SL 
Tokyo Sign; Jasper PL Guadalcanal Air Base 
MARVIN enters stage right, BILL REED enters stage left carrying a letter.]  
 

BILL REED 
Hey, Moose! You got a letter from your sweetheart! [He hands the letter to 
MARVIN.]  
 

MARVIN 
Thanks, Mr. Bill! [BILL REED exits stage right. MARVIN crosses to stage 
right, takes the letter out of the envelope, and opens it up as the stage left 
scenery panel comes down.  
8.6 River SL EMPTY read letter as JENNIE 
JENNIE appears reading the letter.]  
 

JENNIE 
Dear Marvin, I miss you terribly. This horrible war can’t end soon enough 
as far as I’m concerned. I can’t wait until you are home again, safe and 
sound. I’m so sorry about what happened to your brother. Your father 
phoned me with the news. I saw a new transport ship launched from the 
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harbor, and I imagined that it was the one that would bring you home to 
me. I can’t wait until one does. Your Loving, Jennie. [JENNIE exits by 
replacing the scenery panel. 
8.6b River SL Tokyo sign]  
 

MARVIN 
Sorry about what happened to my brother? What happened to Vernon? 
Was he wounded? Court-martialed? Killed? [MARVIN crosses to stage left 
looking worried as the stage right scenery panel is removed and JOHNNY 
VOICEOVER appears. 
8.7 Grahm SR EMPTY deliver line as JOHNNY VOICEOVER.]  
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Through stage right opening.] News didn’t travel around the world as 
quickly back in WWII days, so Marvin had to wait some time before he got 
a letter from his father. [BILL REED enters stage right with a letter.]  
 

BILL REED 
You got another letter here, Moose. I think it’s from your pop. [He hands the 
letter to MARVIN and exits stage left. MARVIN opens the letter and takes it 
out as EDWARD steps into the stage left opening. 
8.7 Jack SL EMPTY read letter as EDWARD.] 
 

MARVIN 
Thanks, Bill. 
 

EDWARD 
Dear Marvin, I hate to tell you this, son, but your brother has been killed in 
action. He was in Italy, and he was transporting five wounded soldiers to 
the hospital when his ambulance was attacked. They’re not supposed to 
fire on medics or ambulances, but they say that it looked like the cowardly 
Nazi fighter pilot used the red cross as his target. Everyone on the 
ambulance was killed. I’m so sorry to have to give you the news. You are 
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the only son I have left. Please get home safe and sound. Love, Dad. 
[Replace scenery panel.] 
 

MARVIN 
I’ve lost Vernon again. This time for good. Oh, Vern. [Exit stage right.] 
 
Scene 9: Home from War and Getting Married 
[California, May 21, 1944 
9.1 Isabella T May 21, 1944; Zachary SR Vincent Thomas Bridge; Jack 
CS USS Appling; Ace SL Shipyard; Daniella PL California]  

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Enter stage left.] Marvin did make it home safe and sound. He was brought 
back to the States because the Navy needed him as a flight instructor. 
Marv had other business to attend to as well, though, and he was excited to 
see Jennie. [JOHNNY VOICEOVER exits stage right as MARVIN enters 
stage right and JENNIE enters stage left. HENRY YOKAM quietly sneaks 
to the back of the audience.]  
 

JENNIE 
Oh, Marvin! It’s really you! [MARVIN and JENNIE hug each other.] 
 

MARVIN 
Jennie! It’s so wonderful to see you! 
 

JENNIE 
So, you’re back in America! What do you want to do first? 
 

MARVIN 
We’re getting married. 
 

JENNIE 
We are? 
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MARVIN 
That’s the only thing I want to do. 
 

JENNIE 
Well, I wanted to meet your family first! And you should meet my family too! 
 

MARVIN 
[As MARVIN speaks, the scene changes to church.  
9.2 Grahm SR Church (book); Griffin CS Church; Ace SL Church 
(window) 
MINISTER enters stage left and comes up quietly behind them.]  
You already know my Dad, and you’ll like everyone else in my family too, 
and I know I’ll get along with your family. Besides, we’re already in the 
church! 
 

JENNIE 
How the heck did that happen? [MARVIN and JENNIE face one another 
with the MINISTER between them.] 
 

MINISTER 
Marvin Hoover, do you take Jennie Andersen to be your lawfully wedded 
wife, to have and to hold from this day forward? 
 

MARVIN 
I sure do! 
 

MINISTER 
And Jennie, do you take Marvin to be your husband? 
 

JENNIE 
Well, sure, I guess so. 
 

MINISTER 
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If anyone here knows any reason that these two should not be married, 
speak now, or forever hold your peace. 
 

HENRY 
[Shouting from the back of the audience.] IT’LL NEVER LAST!!! 
 

MARVIN 
Aww! Stuff a sock in it, Henry! [MARVIN and JENNIE exit stage left walking 
arm in arm. MINISTER opens the car and exits stage left. JOHNNY 
VOICEOVER enters stage right and walks out to center-stage. Scene 
changes to Yellowstone circa 1945 and the car opens up.  
9.3 Isabella T Circa 1945; Isabella SR Old Faithful Geyser; Griffin CS 
Yellowstone; Ace SL Rainbow Pool; Ace PL Yellowstone; Zachary 
opens up the car. 
MARVIN and JENNIE pop up in the car as BEARS 1-3 enter stage right 
and left.]  
 
Scene 10: Early Marriage 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
After getting married, Marv and Jennie enjoyed traveling together. They 
enjoyed camping, and they traveled all over the country. On one of their 
trips they visited Yellowstone National Park and made some unlikely 
friends! [Exits stage right.]  
 

JENNIE 
Yellowstone is just gorgeous! Don’t you think, Marv? 
 

MARVIN 
Hey! Look at those black bears over there! I’m gonna take some pictures! 
[MARVIN exits the car and crosses to stage left.]  
 

JENNIE 
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What?! Where the heck do you think you’re going! Marvin Hoover, you get 
back in this car right now! You left your window down! [BEARS 1-3 start to 
crowd around the car. JENNIE is terrified.] AAA!!! 
 

MARVIN 
[Facing toward the car from stage left side taking pictures.] Hey! These are 
going to be great pictures! 
 

JENNIE 
[Screaming.] Help me, you idiot! The bears are getting in the car! 
 

MARVIN 
[Totally calm and jovial.] Honey, that’s perfect! Try to get the bears to look 
over here at me! Have fun with them! 
 

JENNIE 
Marvin Hoover, if these bears eat me, I’m going to KILL YOU!!! 
 

MARVIN 
Hey, sweetie! Give them some cinnamon rolls! They’ll like those! It’ll make 
a great picture! 
 

JENNIE 
AAA!!! [JENNIE throws the bag of cinnamon rolls off stage left, and the 
BEARS follow them off-stage.] Marvin, you big smelly-head! If you ever risk 
my life for a photo again, I’ll… I’ll… I’ll oversalt your eggs! 
 

MARVIN 
[Turns to the audience.] Uh oh! She’s serious! [MARVIN goes to help 
JENNIE fold up the car as JOHNNY VOICEOVER enters stage right and 
walks to center-stage.]  
 
Scene 11: Getting Ahead 
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JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
[Scene changes to the brick house in post-war Seattle. 
11.1 Isabella T Post-War; Isabella SR Brick Wall; Griffin CS Brick 
House; Ace SL Brick Wall; Ace PL Seattle, WA] 
In 1945 the Allies won the war, and Marvin was ready to start a new life 
with his new wife. He continued to serve his country in the Naval Reserves. 
On October 8, 1946, Marv and Jennie had their first child, Joan Marlene 
[JENNIE runs on-stage from stage left holding a baby doll, she stands next 
to MARVIN and they smile and wave at the audience, then exit stage 
right.], and he started a career in masonry, building houses, schools, and 
churches out of bricks. One day, while building a house in Seattle, he got to 
talking to his client about another possible job. [JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
exits stage left as MARVIN enters stage right carrying a brick and a trowel. 
SERGEANT enters stage left.]  
 

MARVIN 
I hope you like your house, sir. I think it’s some of my best work! 
 

SERGEANT 
I love it! It’s the house I’ve always dreamed of! How did you learn to lay 
bricks so well? 
 

MARVIN 
My Dad taught me when I was a kid. He even taught me to make bricks. 
 

SERGEANT 
Well, I admire a man who takes his job seriously. 
 

MARVIN 
What kind of work do you do? 
 

SERGEANT 
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I’m a Sergeant with the Seattle Police Department. I’m a traffic cop. I ride a 
motorcycle. 
 

MARVIN 
No kidding?! I’ve always wanted a motorcycle, but my wife won’t let me buy 
one. 
 

SERGEANT 
You should get a job with SPD! We’re looking for good men to join the 
force. And if you’re a cop, you don’t have to buy a motorcycle! The 
department provides it! 
 

MARVIN 
That’s a great idea! 
 

SERGEANT 
You should apply to the academy. 
 

MARVIN 
I will! [JOHNNY VOICEOVER enters at the center stage window. 
11.2 Grahm CS EMPTY deliver line through the window as JOHNNY 
VOICEOVER.]  
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
Marv went into the police academy, and out of his graduating class of 450 
men, Marvin was number one in the class! He loved his new job in law 
enforcement, but he didn’t stop masonry! He just did both jobs! Eight hours 
on a motorcycle, another eight or ten hours laying bricks, a few hours of 
sleep, then back in uniform. [JOHNNY VOICEOVER exits by putting 
Seattle Skyline in the center window.  
11.3 Isabella/Jasper SR SWITCHING Brick Wall and King St. Station; 
Griffin/Ace SL SWITCHING Brick Wall and Public Market, Seattle 
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Scene changes back and forth between Seattle and brick house as 
MARVIN puts a police cap on and repeatedly takes it off and raises the 
trowel, he looks tired and confused. JENNIE enters stage left and puts her 
hand on MARVIN’S arm to calm him down and get him to stop. 
11.4 Jasper SR King St. Station; Ace SL Public Market, Seattle]  
 

JENNIE 
Marvin! You have to slow down! You are working two full-time jobs! 
 

MARVIN 
I know that, Jennie, but it’s all good work! How do I turn down good work? 
 

JENNIE 
But you’re going to wear yourself out! 
 

MARVIN 
[Chorus enters and takes positions behind JENNIE and MARVIN.] It won’t 
always be like this, Jennie, but we have a new baby! Don’t you remember 
when no one could get work? I had to work when I was a child. I don’t want 
that for little Joan Marlene. We have to work hard now so that we can get 
ahead in life! 
 

ALL SING 
Ahead In Life by Soundview 3rd Grade Class of 2021 and Laura Higgins  
When Marv was a boy, he worked on a farm 
He trained the hops for ten hours a day. 
His ev’ry lunch was a can of beans, so “Beans” became his name. 
 
Ahead in life, try to get ahead in life. 
He worked all day for a little pay, try’n to get ahead in life. 
 
When Jennie was a girl, her fam’ly had a farm 
And plenty of work to keep the fam’ly fed. 
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While others tended cows, she learned to cook breakfast, clean house and 
make beds. 
 
Ahead in life, try to get ahead in life. 
From a real young age, she could manage a house, try’n to get ahead in 
life. 
 
When Marv was a young man, he laid bricks for buildings, 
All by itself was a full-time job. 
But Marv could do more, he applied for policeman, a motorcycle cop! 
 
Ahead in life, try to get ahead in life. 
He worked two full-time jobs at once, try’n to get ahead in life. 
 
Along came a baby into the fam’ly 
She’d have the childhood Marv never had. 
She grew to love riding motorcycles, just like her dear dad. 
 
Ahead in life, try to get ahead in life. 
They didn’t want a kid to work, try’n to get ahead in life. 
 
Ahead in life, try to get ahead in life. 
Marv and Jennie worked all day, try’n to get ahead in life. 
 
[ALL exit stage right and left except for JOHNNY VOICEOVER.]  
 
Scene:12 The Korean War 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
Marvin continued to burn the candle at both ends. By day he bought 
investment properties and built brick buildings, and by night he protected 
and served the people of Seattle. Our country had enjoyed several 
peaceful years, but Communism was spreading, and it was looking like its 
next victims might be the people of Korea. [MARVIN is holding a letter and 
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he and JENNIE enter stage right. JENNIE is drying a dish with a dish 
towel.] Marvin transferred from the Naval Reserves to the National Guard. 
[JOHNNY VOICEOVER exits stage left.] 
 

MARVIN 
Well, Jennie, it looks like we’re at war with the North Koreans. The National 
Guard is calling me into active duty again. 
 

JENNIE 
Oh no! Are you going to have to go to Korea?! 
 

MARVIN 
No, it looks like they need me to stay in the States! I’m to be a battalion 
commander for an anti-aircraft unit at the Hanford Nuclear Facility right 
here in Washington! 
 

JENNIE 
Can Joan Marlene and I come with you? 
 

MARVIN 
Yes! They are going to give us a 36 foot trailer to live in. 
 

JENNIE 
Oh, that’s wonderful! 
 

MARVIN 
I’m not sure it’s all that wonderful. We are going to lose a lot of money in 
those investment properties I was working on. 
 

JENNIE 
But Marvin, you’ll only be working one job, and we can keep our family 
together! Isn’t that wonderful? 
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MARVIN 
I guess when you put it that way, it is pretty wonderful! [They exit stage left. 
Scene changes to Hanford Nuclear Facility, Korean War. The three picture 
panels are empty.  
12.1 Isabella T Korean War; Jasper SR EMPTY with PRIVATE; Bryce 
CS Empty with MARVIN; Ace SL EMPTY with CORPORAL; Daniella PL 
Hanford Nuclear Facility 
The PRIVATE fills the stage right opening, MARVIN stands in the center 
opening, and the CORPORAL stands in the stage left opening. They are 
wearing Army helmets.]  
 

MARVIN 
Private! Do you see any enemy aircraft? 
 

PRIVATE 
No, sir! 
 

MARVIN 
Well, keep your eyes peeled. 
 

PRIVATE 
Yes, sir! [Scans the sky carefully.]  
 

MARVIN 
Corporal! How about you? Anything to report? 
 

CORPORAL 
Nothing, sir! 
 

MARVIN 
Stay frosty! 
 

CORPORAL 
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Yes, sir! 
 

MARVIN 
Private! Any change in your status? 
 

PRIVATE 
No change, sir! [JOHNNY VOICEOVER enters stage left and walks to front 
stage left.]  
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
The Hanford Nuclear Facility was never attacked during the entire Korean 
War because of the brave leadership and vigilance of Major Marvin Hoover, 
and possibly also because of North Korea’s inability to launch a military 
counter-offensive by air against an overpowered enemy more than 5,000 
miles away. 
 

CORPORAL 
Did you hear that, Major? The narrator says we saved America! 
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
Well, I didn’t exactly say… 
 

PRIVATE 
[Interrupting. Puffing up his chest.] Wow! “Saved America!’ 
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
That might be laying it on a little… 
 

MARVIN 
Nice work, boys! I’m recommending you both for medals! [Scene changes 
immediately.]  
 
Scene 13: Synopsis 
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[Scene changes to Seattle, Time Passes. 
13.1 Zachary T Time Passes; Jasper SR King St. Station; Bryce CS 
Seattle Skyline; Ace SL Seattle Public Market; Daniella PL Seattle, WA  
The whole cast enters stage right and left and lines up at the front of the 
stage.]  
 

JOHNNY VOICEOVER 
Anyway, time passed. [Isabella attaches the Space Needle to the Seattle 
Cityscape.] A lot of time! [Jack attaches the 12 flag to the top of the Space 
Needle.] And a whole bunch of important things happened to Marvin and 
Jennie. They told us a bunch of great stories, and we’d love to show them 
all to you, but the story is too big to present in one play. 
 

ISABELLA 
There were funny stories, like when Marv and Jennie slept in their car on a 
vacation to Kissimee Lake, and they got eaten alive by mosquitoes! 
 

JACK 
Or when they got lost in Washington D.C. during a snowstorm and ended 
up driving in circles seeing the same statue of George Washington on a 
horse over and over and over again! 
 

ACE 
There were happy stories about family vacations to Disneyland, and White 
Sands, New Mexico, or clamming at Ocean Shores, and dirt-biking in 
Mattawa, Washington. 
 

DANIELLA 
There were stories that made them proud, like when their son Don was a 
champion hurdler at Nathan Hale High School, or when he saved Seattle 
from blowing up earlier this year during the Greenwood Gas Explosion. 
 

BRYCE 
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There were exciting stories, like when Marv went on a motorcycle chase 
through Seattle hitting top-speed on his Harley at over 110 miles per hour! 
Or when he started to fly a helicopter for the Seattle Police Department and 
almost got hit by a sea plane taking off from Lake Washington. 
 

GRIFFIN 
There were the things that made Marv proud of Jennie, like that she was a 
beautiful, loving wife, and a wonderful, caring mother. And that they will be 
celebrating their 72nd anniversary this month! 
 

GRAHM 
And there were the things that made Jennie proud of Marv, like that he 
worked so hard to support his family, including his mother and sisters, and 
that he attended night school to earn his GED, and that he retired as a 
“Bird” Colonel in the Army. 
 

RIVER 
And there were sad stories, like when Marv’s sister, Margaret, died while 
giving birth to her only child, or when their daughter, Joan Marlene, died of 
liver disease. 
 

ZACHARY 
All of these stories are important, and all of them deserve to be told. We 
encourage you to ask Marv and Jennie to tell you their stories, because we 
really loved learning all of them. 
 

JASPER 
And while you’re asking them about their stories, tell them a few of your 
own, because we know that we could have made a play like this about any 
one of you. Everyone has a story to tell, and every life is extraordinary and 
unique. We are grateful that Mr. and Mrs. Hoover were willing to share their 
life with us. 
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ALL 
Thank you all for watching! [ALL bow together. Curtain.]  
 
 
 

THE END 
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