
Timber Town Glossary 

 

Nisqually River: /nɪˈskwɑːli/ is a river in west central Washington in the United States, 

approximately 81 miles (130 km) long. It drains part of the Cascade Range southeast of Tacoma, 

including the southern slope of Mount Rainier, and empties into the southern end of Puget 

Sound.  

 

Blow Down: Limbs that are already on the ground. 

 

Controversy:  An argument that involves many people who strongly disagree about 

something: strong disagreement about something among a large group of people.  

 

Northern Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis caurina): One of three spotted owl subspecies. A 

western North American bird in the family Strigidae, genus Strix, it is a medium-sized dark 

brown owl sixteen to nineteen inches in length and one to one and one sixth pounds. 

 

Endangered Species: An endangered species is a species which has been categorized as very 

likely to become extinct. 

 

Extinction: The termination of an organism or of a group of organisms (taxon), normally 

a species. 

 

Data: Facts and statistics collected together for reference or analysis. 

 

Threatened Species: The Endangered Species Act (ESA) defines a threatened species as 

"any species which is likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future 

throughout all or a significant portion of its range."  

 

Environmentalists: People who are concerned with or advocate for the protection of the 

environment. 

 

Ecosystem: A community of living organisms in conjunction with the nonliving components of 

their environment (things like air, water and mineral soil), interacting as a system. These biotic 

and abiotic components are regarded as linked together through nutrient cycles and energy flows. 

 

Caulk boots (also called calk or cork boots): Spike-soled boots worn by loggers of the timber-

producing regions of the Pacific Northwest and Canada. They are worn for traction in the woods. 

 

Old Growth Forests: Natural forests that have developed over a long period of time, generally 

at least 120 years without experiencing severe, stand-replacing disturbance—a fire, windstorm, 

or logging. 

 

Indicator Species: A species whose presence, absence, or relative well-being in a given 

environment is a sign of the overall health of its ecosystem. 
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